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The Vigilantes 

any popular poets of the stature of Whittier or Lowell? 
The best poetry about war is usually about wars that are 
over — like many love songs. Very little real poetry is writ- 
ten in the heat of battle — except the marching songs which 
correspond in measure to the dynamic pressure of the times, 
or the songs which, with little intrinsic merit, yet serve to 
gather up and focus a national mood, and so live forever with 
a sort of trailing emotional connotation which the lines them- 
selves hardly warrant. 

Already a movement has been set on foot designed in some 
fashion to mobilize the poets, writers and artists of the coun- 
try: The Vigilantes, with headquarters at 110 West 34th 
Street, New York City, is a non-partisan organization of 
authors, artists, writers, and others for patriotic purposes. 
The articles and poems contributed to the Vigilantes are syn- 
dicated to a news service which includes practically every 
newspaper of any importance in the country. 

It will be interesting to see what this very democratic way 
of commandeering Pegasus will produce. Writers and artists 
who desire to offer their services to their country are re- 
quested to communicate at once with the Executive Secretary 
of the Vigilantes. A. C. H. 

AN EXPLANATION 

The Poetry Society of America officially objects to a state- 
ment by "W. W.," New York correspondent of the London 
Poetry Review, to the effect that it owes its existence to the 
inspiration furnished by the English Poetry Society. 
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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

According to Mr. Edward J. Wheeler, president of the 
P. S. A., the inspiration came from Paris, not London. From 
the founding of the American society in the spring of 1910, 
its model was the Paris Salon of Poetry, and its members 
were unaware that the English society had been founded in 
1909. 

New poetry societies continue to be founded. The Ohio 
Valley Poetry Society, with headquarters at Cincinnati, has 
had an enthusiastic first season, also the San Diego Chapter 
of the P. S. A. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear Poetry: This is the way some of us felt — 
WHEN SPOON RIVER CAME 

We never were on any of the maps, 
And railroad folders dotted us and left 
Our destiny to the particular god 
Who watches over one-horse country towns. 
And then to find our annals written down 
In black and white — in poetry — in a book! 
No wonder we felt strange. 

Joe Noble bought 
The book when he went into Hamlinburg 
To buy embalming fluid; for you see 
Joe runs, along with his Emporium, 
An undertaking parlor. 

One blue day 
In April I met Reverend Snow close by 
The stone bridge at the edge of town. He too 
Smelt something in the air . . . He stopped, and then 
I knew it wasn't altogether spring 
That brought the Baptist minister so far 
From Main Street's sidewalks. It was plain to see 
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